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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, June 15, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and by video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  She stated that our thoughts tonight are with every family who has 

lost someone either to the global disease that has spread or to senseless violence here at 

home and across the nation.  We hope that everyone can find their kindness and tolerance 

so that we can all move forward based upon the true concepts of our founding fathers.   

1) Communications: 

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water Report 
 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that total production was a little less than 

35,000,000 gallons for an average of approximately 1.1 million gallons per day which is up 

from the April average of approximately 840,000 gallons per day which was very low.  

Clearly, we are seeing an increase in water consumption that is beginning to return to more 
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normal levels.  Byram Lake was at 100% capacity at both the beginning and end of the 

month.  The Leonard Park Wells were off during the month of May.   

 

b. Annual Water Quality Report 
  

 Mr. Brancati also shared the results of the Annual Water Quality report for 2019 

which is also available on the website under the Water & Sewer Department as well as 

Facebook.  Some of the highlights are that throughout 2019 the Village’s water met all of 

the federal and state drinking water health standards, and our system did not violate any 

other maximum contaminant level or water quality standard.  Mr. Brancati also noted that 

sodium levels detected in Byram Lake and the Leonard Park Wells were 37 parts per million 

and 20 parts per million respectively.  He noted that water with more than 20 parts per 

million should not be used by people on severely restricted sodium diets, but also noted that 

current levels are well below the threshold of 270 parts per million for people on a 

moderately restricted sodium diet.   

 

 There was a short discussion on making sure that all residents receive this report 

and what the best way to accomplish this goal.  It was noted that the Village has always 

mailed the annual water quality report to all billing customers as required and continues to 

ensure that it is available to all residents to review. 
 

c. U.S. Census reminder 

 

 Mr. Brancati also reminded residents that the 2020 Census is currently being 

undertaken and that we are at 63%, but we need to be at 100% in the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco.   This should only take about five (5) minutes to complete.   The Census 

determines funding for municipalities for the next ten (10) years so it is extremely 

important that we make sure that our community is completely counted and represented.  

    
 

5) Board Reports: 

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that the weather has been outstanding the 

last couple of days and what better way to spend it then to tour all the gardens we have 

in our Village.  The Friends of Flewellyn Pollinator Garden, on the corner of Grove Street 

and East Hyatt Avenue, is new and is a very special garden designed to encourage 

butterflies and honey bees.  This garden is part of the Pollinator Pathways program in 

Westchester County.   The garden is maintained by volunteers and is supported by 

Michael’s Nursery, the Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council, and the Mount Kisco 

Historical Society.  Deputy Mayor Farber went on to remind residents that the polls are 

open for early voting and to make sure your vote counts.  She also advised residents 

that the Mount Kisco Library is now doing curbside pick-up and that you can call the 

Library at (914) 666-8041 for more information.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued on to 

say that the Coivd-19 numbers continue to track downward in New York State and 

Westchester County.  That only means that we need to continue to be compliant and 

follow social distancing guidelines.  She wished a Happy Father’s day to all the dads, to 

enjoy the first day of summer, and as always please shop local.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that June 16th is the last day to postmark 

applications for absentee ballots for the primary election.  She also wanted to let 
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residents know as well as the Board that for the last couple of weeks she has had terrible 

cell service with AT&T.  She has also been contacted by some residents that are also 

experiencing the same issues and wanted to know if the Mountain Ave cell tower was 

operational.  Mr. Brancati replied that AT&T is up and running on the new tower.   

Trustee Schleimer continued on to ask how refunds were being handled for camp this 

summer and if it’s necessary.  Mr. Brancati replied that if people have paid and they are 

looking to do something different, they should reach out to the Recreation Department.   

Trustee Schleimer concluded by saying that the Westchester Library System has come 

out with Reading for a Lifetime which is a learning program for the talking book and 

braille program that can help with any visual motor challenges.  This system would be 

delivered to your home and then you can rent books through the system.   

 

 Trustee Squirrell began by saying that the only thing he has to report tonight is a 

recent conversation with Bob Byrns who is the President of Mount Kisco Little League.  

He confirmed with him the guidelines for low risk sports for early July, and that Little 

League baseball will return to Mount Kisco.  They are currently coming up with protocols 

to keep players and bystanders safe during the season.  He is excited for this to start up 

and bring some life to the park.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he just had a quick report on the LOSAP 

program.  He had a great call between the LOSAP Trustees, the Village Manager, and the 

Village Treasurer to discuss the changes in the current economy as a result of the 

pandemic.  What we learned is that our asset allocation and strategy worked extremely 

well such that our investment managers used it to fix our portfolio to allow our asset 

values to recover to what they were at the beginning of the year.  A very satisfactory 

result leaving our assets very much intact.  

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there are currently seven (7) active cases of 

Coivd-19 in the Village at this time.  If you think back to a few weeks ago we were in the 

area of 85 cases so you can see a substantial decrease.  This is happening all over New 

York State with all of the numbers trending downwards.  This is with the State opening 

up in phases.  This is positive news, but we need to stay vigilant with social distancing 

guidelines.  We see other places around the country who are opening and their numbers 

are trending upwards so the strategy that is in place here in New York seems to be an 

effective one.  Mayor Picinich continued on to say that next week we would be eligible to 

start Phase 3 of reopening to add food service indoors at 50% capacity and personal care 

services.  The Governor also announced that graduations may be held after June 26th.  

Fox Lane will be holding a drive thru graduation and multiple diploma distribution 

ceremonies.  Youth sports can start as of July 6th to include baseball, softball, 

gymnastics, field hockey, cross country, and crew.  There has also been approval to open 

playgrounds although we have not opened up our playgrounds at Leonard Park just yet.  

We are waiting for specific guidance as there is great concerns on the inability to sanitize 

that equipment.  We will be opening up our pool by the first week in July, sooner if 

possible.  We are working on all the distancing requirements and staff training.  In 

addition, we are also opening camp.  More information to come.  Mayor Picinich went on 

to say that there is a lot of great concern in the country with reference to police, police 

action, and police activity.  We’ve taken this time to review the processes and 

procedures of the Westchester County Police and the Governor has given every 

municipality in the State of New York some homework which is to take time to figure out 

if your public safety is meeting the needs of your community.  We will be working with 

our community at large and the Westchester County Police to have open conversations 
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as to whether or not they are meeting our needs.  We have the benefit of having a 

partnership with a forward thinking police force here in our Village.  Mayor Picinich ended 

by saying that the Legislature passed ten (10) bills last week and those bills were for the 

purpose of greater accountability and transparency for police actions.  People are 

advocating for change and we are fortunate to live in a State like New York because that 

change is happening legislatively.  We are living in a monumental time and time of crisis 

often brings change; these changes can make things better and we are starting to see 

these changes now.   

 

6) Old Business: 

 
 

7) New Business: 

a. Schedule Public hearing for July 20, 2020 for Amendment to Zoning Map  

 

 Mr. Brancati noted that this is a clean up to make sure that the intended parcel is 

not divided between two zoning districts and is instead completely in one zoning district.   

  

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to schedule a public hearing on July 20, 2020 to amend the zoning map as submitted 

to the Board; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Authorize Village Manager to execute Westchester County Solid Waste IMA 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that we are part of a refuse district where our 

waste and recyclables are taken by the county.  Mr. Brancati noted that there is a difference 

in price point as it increases each year by 2% as the County simply seeks to cover their 

costs.  The new price is consistent with what we have had in prior years.  

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to authorize the Village Manager to execute the Westchester County Solid Waste IMA; all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

c. SEQR Resolution – Village Hall Elevator 

 

 A motion was made Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to adopt the following: 
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RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

JUNE 15, 2020 

 

VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

VILLAGE HALL ELEVATOR & IMPROVEMENTS 

SEQR TYPE II CLASSIFICATION 

 

WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, Westchester County, New York (hereinafter the “Village”) 

has established the public benefit to the Village residents of improvements to Village Hall; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the project includes upgrades to the elevator in the building and other associated interior 

alterations; and, 

 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c)(2) states “replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a 

structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including upgrades to buildings to meet building or fire 

codes, unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in Section 617.4 of this Part” has been 

determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and are precluded from environmental 

review under Environmental Conservation Law Article 8; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project does not meet or exceed any of the thresholds in Section 617.4; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED in consideration of the foregoing: 

 

1. The Village Board of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby finds that the Village Hall Elevator 

and Improvements Project is a Type II Action and is not subject to review under SEQR (6 NYCRR 

Part 617.5). 

 

2. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

d. Resolution- Outdoor Dining and Retail 

 

 Mayor Picinich noted that this discussion began at the last meeting where the 

Board agreed that being outdoors was safer than being in a confined space.  They wanted to 

expand outdoor dining to include a level of retail for other businesses to take advantage of 

this special permit.  All the Trustees agreed that this is the right thing to do and that it 

would help all the businesses in the Village.  There was a small discussion on logistics and 

guidance for the businesses.   
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 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to adopt the following: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

 

 WHEREAS, the COVID-19 crisis has imposed a financial hardship on many Village 

businesses, and  

 

 WHEREAS, many municipalities in the Tri-State area, pursuant to State and County 

authorizations, are temporarily relaxing their zoning and land use standards to assist local 

businesses recover from the effects of the crisis, and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Village wishes to provide similar relief to its businesses,  

NOW, THEREFORE, be it: 

  

RESOLVED, pursuant to Village Law §4-412(1), the Board of Trustees hereby 

delegates to Village Manager Edward Brancati so much of its powers, duties and functions 

as reasonably necessary to effectuate and administer a program for the issuance of 

temporary outdoor permits for existing restaurants, drinking establishments and retail 

businesses that have a current Certificate of Occupancy to conduct outdoor dining and retail 

sales, for use up to and including September 30, 2020, within their privately owned 

property, or on adjoining Village property, subject to the provision of appropriate insurance 

coverage and an executed hold harmless liability waiver protecting the Village, and it is 

further  

 

RESOLVED that all such temporary outdoor permits shall be subject to change with 

New York State Guidelines on business openings and closures and to related behavioral 

health guidelines for the wearing of masks, social distancing, and the like, as well as to 

applicable fire safety and emergency requirements, and all applicable State and County 

regulations, and it is further  

 

RESOLVED that application fees for such permits shall not exceed $100 and that 

any required security escrow deposit during the term of the permit shall not exceed $ 200. 

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

   

 

e. Resolution- Request for Authorization to Pay Certain Claims in Advance of 

Village Board Audit and Approval.  

  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to adopt the following: 
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RESOLVED, in order to avoid paying late fees, the Village Treasurer is authorized to 

pay in advance of audit, claims for public utility services (electric, gas, and telephone 

services), credit cards, postage charges, and those contractual lease payments coming due 

before the next regularly scheduled Board of trustees meeting, provided that such claims 

shall be presented at the next regular meeting for audit. This authorization shall expire the 

first regular meeting held in September 2020. 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

f. Resolution- Authorize Village Manager to sign NYS DOT Use and Occupancy 

Permit 
 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to adopt the following: 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager to Sign and Accept the 

New York State Department of Transportation Use and Occupancy Permit 

 

 WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Transportation owns the property 

at the intersection of Route 172 and Route 117 in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the State issues a Use and Occupancy Permit, which is an agreement 

with the Department of Transportation that allows the Village/Town of Mount Kisco to 

occupy the right-of-way and is issued as a 30-day revocable permit, and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco has applied for this permit, along with 

a planting and landscaping plan to beautify the area, and  

 

 WHEREAS, the State requires the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town Mount 

Kisco to authorize the Village Manager to sign and accept this permit;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco hereby authorize and approve the Village Manager to sign and 

accept the New York State Department of Transportation Use and Occupancy Permit for 

planting and landscaping work at the intersection of Route 172 and Route 117 in the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco. 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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g. Recommendation to award Contract- 2020-06- Tennis Courts 

  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to award contract #2020-06 for Tennis Court Rehabilitation to DeRosa Sports Construction 

with a bid of $336,600; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

h. Resolution to Appoint Chair of the Economic Development Council 
 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

appoint Keith Ferguson as Chairman of the Economic Development Council; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded Trustee Grunthal by 

to pay the bills as submitted on June 12, 2020 for the months of May and June 2020 as 

follows:  

General Fund    $ 240,055.51 

Water Fund     $ 308,596.77 

Sewer Fund     $   39,979.92 

Library Fund    $   12,601.37 

Capital Fund    $ 172,415.79 

Trust Fund     $     2,531.25 

   TOTAL   $ 776,180.61 

 

All in favor:    

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
 

9) Minutes: 

 
a. VB Minutes- 5.4.2020  
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 A motion was made Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

accept the minutes as submitted for May 4, 2020; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. VB Minutes- 5.18.2020 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to accept the minutes as submitted for May 18, 2020; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 
 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:22 pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


